BEHOLD HIS DOUBLE GLORY        Transfiguration – Feb 19/22, 2009

Hymns:  97,95,315, farewell to alleluia.

Mark 9:2-9  After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them.  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.  And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)  Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!"  Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.  As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  	 
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Dear Christian Friends:

    Take a look at this picture.  (Pause.)  
Do you see two women?  Do you see 
the pretty young woman?  She is facing 
away.  Here is her neckline, her chin, her 
ear and the tip of her nose.  Do you also 
see the old, ugly woman?  She is facing 
you.  Here is her huge nose, her eyes 
and her mouth.  You have to admire the 
skill of the artist who drew this picture.  
He only drew one picture.  But the same 
picture is of two different women.

   In a way that describes our text for this festival of Transfiguration.  Our text is only one text.  Our text describes only one Jesus.  But our text shows us two opposite pictures of Jesus.  

   Our text describes Christ’s heavenly glory.  Listen again.   [Jesus] was transfigured before them.  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.  And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

   That glory was easy to notice.  But our text mentions another glory. It is a glory not so easy to notice.  Or, at least, it is not so easy to define as ‘glory.’  The last verse of our text says, As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

   Jesus mentions his upcoming death in Jerusalem.  It does not seem glorious for Jesus to suffer betrayal, torture, and crucifixion.  We might even say, “Yes, Christ’s glory of brightness and light is like the picture of the beautiful woman.  Christ’s sufferings and death are like that ugly woman.”

    Well, it’s true.  When Jesus hung on the cross it was not a pretty picture.  But yet, it was glorious.  While Jesus hung on the cross God displayed the glory of his love—his love that gave his greatest treasure to purchase the salvation of the world.   Today we leave behind the bright season of Epiphany.  Soon we enter the dark and stormy season of Lent.  So on this festival of the transfiguration of our Lord, God’s Word tells us:  BEHOLD HIS DOUBLE GLORY.

    Now, again, it is easy to see the glory when Jesus appeared with Moses and Elijah.  It is easy to say, “Yes, this is the real Jesus.  This is the true God.  This is the almighty, everlasting God.  He has power over time and space.  How else could he be talking with Moses who had died fourteen hundred years earlier? How else could he be talking with Elijah who had died eight hundred years earlier?  Yes, this is the real glory of Jesus.”

   Now, along with those statements questions can also come.  “Why was this vision of glory so brief?  Why did Jesus only show this glory to three frightened disciples?  Why didn’t Jesus show this glory more often and to more people?  If Jesus had done that, maybe more people would have believed in him.  Maybe more people would have listened to him.”

   So, why didn’t Jesus extend his appearances of heavenly glory?  Well, we see the answer in how Peter reacted.  Our text says,  Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  

   Peter wanted the vision of glory to last.  He did not want to leave the mountain.  Peter was like the little kid at the amusement park.  After a kid spends all day going on rides, eating cotton candy, and hugging life sized cartoon characters, that kid doesn’t want to go home.  A little child can even throw a temper tantrum when mom and dad say, “It’s time to go home.”

    Likewise, Peter did not want to go home.  But even though Peter wanted the glory of the transfiguration to last, it could not.  Jesus could not stay on the mountain.  Jesus had to do the work his heavenly Father had sent him to do.  Jesus had to suffer and die.  Jesus had to finish the work of being the Savior of the world.  So the brilliant, noticeable glory of the Transfiguration had to give way to the humble, hidden glory of the cross.    

    Now, of course, we praise and thank Jesus for going to the cross.  But so often we act like Peter.  We want Jesus to dump all talk about the cross.  We want Jesus to give a permanent display of outward, shining glory.  We think, “Why doesn’t Jesus just open up the heavens and rule over all the earth with his almighty power?  Why doesn’t Jesus just dazzle the whole world with acts of power that light up the sky?  Why doesn’t Jesus use his power to stop all the wars, all the terrorist attacks and all the crime?  Why doesn’t Jesus cure diseases and eliminate poverty?”

   Well, it would be nice to live in such a world.  But that day is not now.  That day will come when Jesus brings us to heaven.  But that day is not now.   Right now we are on earth.  While we are on earth we focus our faith on Christ’s earthly ministry.  Now, I know I am going to sound un-American but Christ did not come to give us “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  Our greatest needs on this earth are not world peace, universal health care and a stimulated economy.

   No, right now and right here, our greatest needs are what sinners always need.  We need repentance.  We need to feel the pain and horror of our sin.  We need to destroy the old sinful nature in us with daily sadness and sorrow over all the evil we have done.  We need forgiveness.  We need Christ to wash away all our sins with his holy, precious blood.  We need to hear the good news, “Rejoice and be glad.  Through faith in Jesus all your sins have been forgiven.”  Yes, we need peace with God more than we need peace among the nations of the world.  We need Jesus to cure our sin and unbelief more than we need a cure for cancer or heart disease.  We need Jesus to make us rich in faith more than we need a big bank account.

   That’s why Jesus had to go down from the Mount of Transfiguration.  That’s why Jesus had to go up the hill called Calvary.  That’s also why our text says, As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  Jesus did not want anyone getting the wrong idea about his earthly ministry.  Jesus did not want anyone to think that Jesus was all about glory, power and wealth here on earth.  

   That’s why we need to behold the double glory of the Transfiguration.  Yes, we want to be like Moses and Elijah.  We want to stand next to Jesus in all his heavenly glory.  We want what Peter wanted.  We want to be in the everlasting glory of heaven.  The heart of every believer aches for that glorious day of heaven.

   But before we stand next to Jesus and experience the glory of heaven we need to walk with Jesus and suffer the strange, hidden glory of the cross.

  And so we will walk with Jesus to Mount Calvary.  We will walk the path of humility, self-denial and repentance.  We will fight more fiercely against the lusts and cravings of our sinful nature.  We will sacrifice an even larger portion of our time, our energy and even our money.  We will spend more effort to meditate on the sufferings and death of the God who became man.  We will focus our hearts and minds even more intensely on the God of glory who humbled himself to become obedient to death—even death on a cross.

  So, yes, behold the double glory of Jesus.  Find your comfort and peace that Jesus endured the strange, hidden glory of the cross for you.  Find your comfort and peace that because Jesus brought himself to the cross he will bring you to the brilliant glory of heaven—not for a moment, but for all eternity.  AMEN.
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